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THE 


Two MEMORIALS .; 


Delivered this Inſtant January by 


Mr. SY D N E X. 


His MAJESTY of Great Britains Env 

dinary Reſiding at the HAGVE, to the States · Gene 
United Provinces, - to Induce their Lordſhips not to enter into a 
12 ue Defenſive with, the French King. | | 
oe with the Reaſons delivered to the States General by the | 
RENCH AMBASSADOR reſiding in the ſame place, 1 their 
entring into ſuch Defenſive Leagues as by his Maſter the French 
King is deſired and preſt ſor; Worthy of all good * | 
Peruling, 


. — _— 1 — 
4 _— 


The Memoir of Mr. Sydney — Envoy of the King 7 Great : 
Britain, pre eſented to my. Lords the e oo of the Urited 2 
Prouuces ' ech of January, 1679. 'Y 


HE ſubſcribed extraordinary Envoy of the King of Great Britalx, 
doubts not but your Lordſhips are well informed by the Embaſſa- 
dor you have near His Majeſty, with what aſtoniſhment and trou- 
ble he received the Inſtances made to your Lotdſhips by the moſt 
Chriſtian King to enter into a Defenſive League with him z and 
a8 the Freneb Embaſſador by his Memoir preſented yeſterday to your Lord- 
ſhips, hath ſo vehemently reiterated the ſame; he cannot forbear to r ' 
expreſs order from his Maſter, that he cannot look on this Alliance other than as a - 
League to be made againſt him, after your Lord(hips had made fuch difficulty 
to paſs the AR of Guaranty of the Peace doncluded at Nimmeguen, to which you 
were obliged by the two ſolemn Treaties of the 10 Jury, and 26 of July; 1678. 
That the King his Maſter cannot comprehend this Alliance to have 
other proſpect than the fole defence” of Frame, or of this — — 
French King being in a profound Peace, fearing nothing fronrthe Princes his neigh- 
bours; — your Lordſhips alſo not baving any ſubject to apprehend youn 2 
be unquieted by them; ſo that this League can have u other end but to fact 
the means for bis reſentment and conceived from the ſeparate Peace © 
made between his Maſter, and this State in 1674.3 and the zeal his Majeſty - = EY 
preſſed in obtaining for your Lordſhips and your Allies, a Peace more adVantas 
geous than that concluded at Nimmeguen, and to have Guaranted that Peace & 
If your Lordſhips reflect upon the French Kings Declaration given the Et 
ſadors, that he ſhould . _ r of the Peace, as a 3 made s gal 
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him, though ſolemnly ſti pulated by his and "og Lordſhigs Plenipotentiaries at 
Nim meguen, you will not be aftoniſhed at the Reſentments of the French King 
on this occalion 3 and — Maſter cannot perſwade himſelf that your Lordſhips 
who have always expreſſed a defige to live in good and ſtrict union with Him, will 
engage your ſel ves in an Alliance ſo oppoſite to His Intereſt, to which your Lord- 
ſhips are no ways obliged, the which will certainly break this Union wholly , and 
oblige His Majeſty to take other meaſures. 


Sven at the Hague this 9th of January, 157, = 8 
SYDNEY. 


Mr. 8 dney, Enwoy Extraordinary of the Lin of Great 
Britain®; preſented to the States-General of the United .Provinces, 
the 23. of January, 167. 
E H E ſubſcribed Envoy Extraordiuary of the King of Great Britdia, ſceing 
by the Memoir which the'Embaſſador'of France preſented yeſterday to 
your Lordſhips, that he continues by urgent inſtances to induce your Lord(hips 
to enter into that Defenſive League which the Moſt Chriſtian King propoſed. to 
your Lordſhips ſometime ſince ; he finds himſelf obliged b new Orders from the 
King his Maſter, to renew the Inſtances by him made to your Lordſhips By his 
Memoir of the 9th Inſtant , That you will not enter into ſuch a Treaty as the 
King his Maſter cannot take to be other than an Engagement againſt His Majeſty, 
who pretends not to uſe ſuch Menaces as the Memoirs of the Freuch Embaſſador 
are flled with z although the King his Maſter hath more cauſe to complain that 
your Lordſhips have but even now paſſed the Act of Guaranty, to which your 
Lordſhips were obliged by two ſuch ſolemn Treaties. But as His Majeſty takes 
nothing more to heart than the advantage of this Republick, yet he will not 
preſs them upon any thing that is not for their Conveniecncy and their Intereſt. , 
The King his'Maſter perſwades himſelf allo, that aftcr all thoſe aſſurances of 
his Amity and Aſſiſtance in whatever may happen, which He hath gived your 
Embaſſador at His Court, whereof without all doubt he hath informed your 
Lordſhips; you will not make an Alliance which He cannot judg to be other 
than againſt Himſelf; and that the Inſtances of the Moſt Chriſtian King, though 
too preſſing and importunate to be preſented to a Free Commonwealth, will not 
be capable to divert your Eordſhips from your True Iatereſt, nor fromthe Amity 
and ſtrict Union. between His Majeſty and this State, in à Time and on an Occa- 
fion when He gives your Lordſhips ſo effential Marks, and when your Lordſhips 
have aſſured His Majeſty that you will-coatinue and encreaſe the ſame gn your 
parts. | | 
Giver at the Hague this 23d of January, 1 635. 
| 3 | SYDNEY. 
Conſiderations upon the Alliance with France, 
HE French King having by his Ambaſſador demanded of the States to re- 
nes their Alliance with him: His Majeſty hath all reaſon to believe that 
the States would accept of fo advantageous an offet, and would the ſooner com- 
- pleat this Alliance. | 2 = 
In regard they have renewed their Alliances with all the Pricdces with whom 
they have been in War. r eres. 5; AR 8 
nd that having made peace with Exg land, they have not only renewed theit 
. former, but concluded a more ſtrict Alliance than beſore. Aud 
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| ENDS TY: © Ye ome 
And in the ſame Treaty wherein they made Peace with Sweddu, they OS. © > 
their former Alliances. 5 | 13 
The French King demands but the ſame thing of this State, which if they do not 
do, his Majeſty will have grounds to believe that the States have particular re- 
ſons why they will have no Alliance, nor more ſtrict Friead(bip,-with him, 
and then his Majeſty hath juſt reaſon to take his Meaſures upon that Fot. 
And his Majeſty will have the greater reaſon to do ſo, ſeeiug the States have 
Alliances with all the other Princes of Europe, and the French King being the only 
Prince with whom they have not, nor will not have any; His moſt Chriftian Ma-. 
jeſty hath reaſon to perſwade himſelf that all the Alliances the States have with 
other Pririces, are — cwy only to take their Meaſures againſt him firſt op- 
portunity that ſhall preſent; nor will it at all excuſe them to ſay that the Alliances 
the States have with England and Spin were made during the Stites Being invol- 
ved in War,ſecing the Alliance that France now propoſeth, conſiſis Wl pare 
ticular Engagements, nor contains but the ſame Conditions that demanded 
by theſe States Arno 1662. ds „ 
If in the preſent Conjuncture of affairs they refyſe the renewing the Alliance 
with France, his Majeſty will have no ground to believe that they eſteem the in- 
tereſt of Franct and the States incompatible, and by conſequence that it will he- 
come him for ever to tate other Meaſures, ſeeing the Eſtates declare to him that 
believe it not for their latereſt ever to allie themſelves with France. 
If any one object, That notwithſtanding this Alliance may be neceſſaty and 
good, yet they ought to remit the concluding. of it to-another time. * 5 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty being ignorant of any thing that ean be a reaſon 
this delay, he ought to believe that the States not daring abſolutely to tefuſe this 
Alliance, — protra@ time only with a deſign nat to make one. £2 
And if theſe Reaſons, be they what they will, be not the ſame in fix Months or a 
year, that they are at preſent, do not they then by conſequence imply a perpetual 
obſtacle to the renewing of friendſhip or alliance twixt France and the States ? „ 
. Whether the Complaints that ſome Princes have made of the renewing this 
alliance, ought to be ſuſpected or not > . my 2 
Whether a Prince, be he what he will, can oppoſe himſelf to tlie States in their 


* So 


making of innocent Alljances, and ſuch as he hath with them himſelf, without ma- 
king it appear at the ſame time, that he will attack the. one or the other,op that he 


hath ſome other hidden deſign ?. «If 28 ths „ „ 4 ar 
The French King is fo far taking it ill that the States create themſelves new; 
friends and alliances, that he would himſelf procure them for them, if he knew'of 
a Prince with whom they have not already an alliance. W 
It is no reaſon to be given for the hindering the Alliance with France to ſay 
that they will not make a League of Garantie with Eugland, ſeeing that League 
is as Declarative againſt France as the Triple League was. 
That there is no compariſon in making a League of this nature with a Prinet 
with whom they are already allied; aud the renewing of ag Alliance with one 
with whom they have none, although formerly they were ever ſtraitly allied. 
Whether it can be faid that the States do remain neuter, and. not do for n 
Prince what they have already done for another; as if they would (traitly allie _, 
themſelves with tho one during the War, -and refuſe to db ſo with the other du- + 7 
ting the Peace, and yet call it a State of yg nap 4 1 n 6-8 
For if the Alliances made by the States during the War, hinder them from ma- 
king an Alliance with Frexce now; it is ſufficient to make bia molt, Chriſtian Mx 
jeſty know, that the ſame Spirit that ruled againſt him, during the War, e 
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ues ſtill during the Peace. 
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Aud His Majeſty cannot believe that the States are ſincerely returned to him 
as he hath ſincerely given them his friendſhip, ſeeing they refuſe to give him thoſe 
marks of affection that he offers them, aud that they have at other times ſo ar- 


dently wiſhed for. . Ae” | 
If theycanſider the foundation of the moſt Chriſtian Kings demand to the States 


to renew the Alliance, they will find themſelves under a preciſe Obligation to per- 


form it, ſeeing the French Kings Letter of the 18 of May, 1678, which the States 
accepted of, did not contain the Propolitions of Peace, which were ſo agreeable to 
them, but under condition to re-enter into the ſame Bonds and Alliancey, that they 
were — in with His Majeſtx. 

That notwithſtanding the French King hath no grounds to fear that his Forces 
are not ſufficient to defend himſelf againſt all the attempts of thoſe that bear him 
ilk will z yet however, he thinks himſelf obliged to know what the States inclina- 
tions are as t& his regard, as he is already ſatisfied of their ill intentions, who op- 
poſe the renewing of this Alliance, becauſe they cannot without fear and envy 
behold the advantages of ſuch an Union. | a 

It is without good grounds that ſome affirm that the States have never made 
Alliances, but upon preſſing occaſions, as thoſe. were with the ſeveral Prinees du- 
ring the War, and that theſe Alliances ceaſe with the Peace z for thoſe that know, 
better the ſtate of things, are ſatisfied that the Alliance war not propoſed upon any 
particular account, but at the Inſtances of the States during the Peace; whereas 
the Alliances made with other Princes continue firm ſince the Wars, fo that ſome 
are to continue yet 20 years, others 30 years, and others for ever, whileſt there 
1s not one Prince except France, with whom the States will not have an Alliance. 

It is eaſie to anſwer thoſe that ſay publickly, that the Alliance with France is 


aſſuredly advantageous; but however, the States ought to be judg of their own 


time when to make it. e 

Upon which tis agreed, that if the States would propoſe a new Alliance, it · is 
juſt they ſhould chuſe their own time; but when his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty doth 
require them to renew the ancient Alliance they had with him, and they do it not, 
then it may be concluded, that they have reſpects, which they conſider more than 
the friendſhip of the French King. WEIS {4 84 4 | 

Whereas if one duly confider this'Propofition in it ſelf; ane may fay they have 
had more than time enough to determine it, ſince they have diſcourſed of the 
renewing this Alliance; ſeeing there was a Propoſition of this nature made in tay 
laſt by a Miniſter of the Court of France. fs 

And the Frexch King ought to preſume, that the States are fo vigilant in their 
own affairs, and ſo affectionate to him, chat they would have reſolved fince 445 
laſt, of what they were to do in this affair 3 and now that his Ambaſſador came in 
concluſion to propoſe this Alliance, His Majeſty beholding their ſilence, cannot 
but doubt of their intentions for him, and demand a Deciſive anſwer, to the end 
he may once take his due meaſures. Loc: | 

Nor can the French King do otherwiſe than draw an ill conſequence from their 
denying to renew the Alliance with him, for fear of offending thoſe that withoue 
realod oppoſe it, and who can have no other defign than hopes to make an offen- 
five League againſt him, do thercfore hinder this Defenſive Alliance. | 

Not can it be expected that the French King will always wait the States lea- 
ſure to reſolve, nor after ſo many advances of amity made by his Majeſty , but 
that the States muſt thank themſelves if His Majeſty, ſeeing his Alliance refuſed 


or neglected, take ſuch meaſures as ſhall not pleaſe them. 
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